


Hey Totem Star family,

2020 was a wild year, huh? COVID-19. Protests for racial justice. Wildfires and murder hornets. 
COVID-19. The election. The vaccine. COVID-19. It’s been a rough one for sure. After all that and 
some, can we take a deep breath together? You know, like six feet apart (minimum)?

Even though the year was tough, 2020 represented a huge milestone for Totem Star. It was 
our tenth anniversary! Ten years in and nearly 3,000 young recording artists served, Totem 
Star continues to fill the arts education and creative youth development gap through safe, 
encouraging, and inclusive creative spaces with music as our common language. The resilience 
that we see in our artists -- collaborating and releasing music reflective of the times, showing 
up in our virtual spaces to build community, and in the streets to protest police brutality -- 
demonstrates their defiant stance against a system in need of deep healing.

The Totem Star recording studio, once a bustling hub full of creative energy, love, and new 
music, was closed due to the pandemic March 9, 2020. We all miss the studio! But despite 
being physically closed, we’ve moved all of our programming online, and continue to provide 
our talented young recording artists with access to music production, performance, and 
mentorship opportunities. Artists can still book one-on-one sessions with artist mentors, 
now via Zoom. We’ve launched Virtual Open Mics (on Instagram Live), Lavender Sessions (a 
space for our women and non-binary community members), and the Totem Star Leadership 
Collective aka TLC (a six-member committee of Totem Star artists working to inform policy and 
bridge the communication gap between youth, staff, and board).
 
“Being in Totem Star has taught me perseverance,” explains Aleyanna “Grae Violett” Allgood, a 
Totem Star recording artist who just finished their first semester at Cornish College. “Having a 
project, sticking through with it even if it is really hard, has taught me the value of community. 
I do a lot of art things and felt a part of things, but I never really felt a part of the art spaces I 
was in. Totem Star is truly one of the few places that I feel completely safe. When Pak says ‘we 
are a family’ that is really true. I really do feel like Totem Star is my family.”

On behalf of Totem Star, we are so grateful to have you as part of this family and we hope 
you enjoy reading through this annual report! As we gear up to start fundraising for our 
new recording studio and headquarters at King Street Station, we know you’ll be standing 
alongside us, as we can only do this work together! As one family! Be safe, be healthy, and let’s 
all celebrate together when we don’t need to be six feet apart (minimum). Cheeeee!!!

In love and solidarity,

Mirabai “Miraboo” Kukathas (she/they)
Artist, Co-Chair of the Totem Star Leadership Collective (TLC)

Zoser “Ziggy Z” Dunbar (he/him)
Artist, Co-Chair of the Totem Star Leadership Collective (TLC)

Daniel “Pakadamian Nut” Pak (he/him)
Co-Founder, Executive Director
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Totem Star supports a diverse community of young 
recording artists learning music and life skills 
through mentorship and meaningful relationships. 
Our work in the studio and on the stage fosters 
growth in collaboration, leadership, and self-identity.

Totem Star envisions a more just society where 
all young people have access to music learning 
opportunities and youth voice is championed 
in support of healthy, engaged, and productive 
young people using music as a universal language.

The creative heart of our 
programming, where our 
artists book weekly studio 
sessions (now on Zoom) with 
Totem Star artist mentors 
and collaborate with their 
peers to work on songwriting, 
vocal technique, beat making, 
mixing, mastering, music 
business, and more.

Quarterly talk series with 
guest panels comprised of 
culturally relevant touring 
artists and music industry 
professionals. Past guests 
include Nikkita Oliver, Clinton 
Fearon, Hollis, Rell Be Free, 
and SassyBlack.

Quarterly series of open 
mics and youth arts 
showcases (now on 
Instagram Live) open to 
the general public where 
youth perform their original 
music and learn about live 
performance in the process.

Performance opportunities 
in the community with 
organizations such as the 
Seattle Art Museum and 
Northwest Folklife Festival. 
Totem Star manages 
contracts for our artists 
and we are able to either 
advocate for and negotiate 
fair pay from partners or pay 
artists directly.
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Totem Star has become 
my second home. It’s 
been really dope and I 

appreciate what  
Totem Star has done 

for all of us.
RUSS.LE, TOTEM STAR ARTIST

As parents, having 
Totem Star’s support 
during this time has 
been immeasurable. 
JERMAINE & SIDDEEQUA ALLGOOD,  

PARENTS OF TOTEM STAR  
ARTIST, GRAE VIOLETT

100% OF ARTISTS 
SAY THAT THEY 
HAVE LEARNED 

VALUABLE SKILLS 
AND LESSONS AT 

TOTEM STAR
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OF ARTISTS SAY 
TOTEM STAR 
HELPED THEM 
ACHIEVE THEIR 
MUSIC GOALS

100%
Totem Star is my second 

family, a place where I feel 
truly safe and valuable. 

The amount of fun I have 
and the amount of learning 
I do is something I haven’t 

gotten anywhere else. 
MIRABAI KUKATHAS, TOTEM STAR ARTIST

HOURS SPENT ON 
PROGRAMMING

1,167

HOURS OF REMOTE 
INSTRUCTION

817

DURING COVID-19 FOR 
ARTIST MENTORS
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Totem Star magically 
points the way to a 

compelling future where 
young musicians, aspiring 
artists & marvelous mentors 
combine music & meaning 
into an unstoppable force 

for good.
THOMAS GOLDSTEIN, FRIEND OF TOTEM STAR

Totem Star has helped 
me learn more about my 
music and what I want. 
I want to someday work 
for a youth non-profit 

like Totem Star.
LILY INDIGO, TOTEM STAR ARTIST
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2020 
FINANCIALS

5% PUBLIC 
AGENCIES

86%
FOUNDATIONS

3% EARNED 
REVENUE

1% PARTNERSHIPS

20% 
ADMINISTRATION

5% INDIVIDUAL

9% FUNDRAISING

2020 EXPENSES: 
2020 INCOME:

NET INCOME: 

$268,197
$359,916
$91,719
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71% 
PROGRAM

WHERE OUR 
ARTISTS ARE 
FROM

ARTIST   
DEMO-
GRAPHICS*

*1,190 YOUNG ARTISTS 
SERVED IN 2020

2020 #TOTEMSTAR

NEW
VIBE

L AV E N D E R 
S E S S I O N S

Totem Star is an open 
and free space for all 
to express themselves 

and what they are 
passionate about.

ZOE ROBERTS, TOTEM STAR ARTIST

t h e t o t e m s ta r fa m i ly a c k n o w l e d g e s t h at t h e w o r k w e d o ta k e s p l a c e o n t h e u n c e d e d a n c e s t r a l 
l a n d s o f t h e f i r s t p e o p l e o f s e at t l e , t h e d u wa m i s h p e o p l e. w e h av e d e e p g r at i t u d e f o r t h e 

d u wa m i s h p e o p l e , t h e o r i g i n a l s t e wa r d s o f t h i s l a n d, a n d a p e o p l e t h at a r e s t i l l h e r e t o d ay.

ARTISTS 
SAY THEY 
CONSIDER 

TOTEM STAR 
AS THEIR 
SECOND 

HOME

100%

@agentorangetree

@zagboi 

@biansayy

@zoserofficial 

@mirabai.kukathas

38% BLACK

29% WHITE

15% LATINX/HISPANIC

2% NATIVE AMERICAN

1% PASIFIKA

14% ASIAN

1% MIDDLE EASTERN/  
      NORTH AFRICAN

100 % OF ARTISTS 
SAY TOTEM STAR HAS 
SUPPORTED THEM 
DURING COVID 

2020 | WE’VE 
BEEN BUSY IN 
QUARANTINE!

W
eekly on Zoom

M
onthly on 

Instagram
 Live!

Monthly on 
Instagram Live!

1,167

826





“Totem Star has also taught me the value of 
community. When Pak says, “we are all family”, 
that is really true. I really do feel like Totem Star is 
my family...During quarantine, I like that Totem Star 
is going above and beyond to make sure that it is 
super accessible and easy for us to pursue our art 
and I think that is incredibly beautiful.” 

GRAE 
VIOLETT 
(SHE/THEY)

KIDDUS
FECTO
(HE/HIM)

“Totem Star has been a constant to a lot of our lives. 
To be in a space and place where you level with one 

another. They level you. We can talk to each other, 
we can clown on each other, we can laugh. It’s a 

constant that we always need in our lives and it is 
nice that Totem Star always finds ways to reach us. 

It is a consistent thing we look forward to every day. 
It’s been hard during this time [of quarantine], but

Totem Star makes it easy. “

“It’s been one of the best experiences ever being 
at Totem Star. Making music there, communicating 
with everybody, being able to get opportunities to 
perform and do the things I love to do. I can’t thank 
them enough for it.”

AMINA
(SHE/HER)

TOTEM STAR 
 

BLACK 
LIVES 
MATTER



MEET THE FAMILY

Grae 
Violett 
(she/they)

Agent 
OrangeTree 
(he/him)

Mirabai
Kukathas 
(she/they)

AJANI 
(he/him)

Aréte 
(he/him)

Sharmaine 
(she/her)

Damon 
Dahl 
(he/him)

$m alvi$  
(he/him)

Zoë 
Roberts 
(she/her)

Gonny 
(he/him)

ZAG 
(he/him)

Zoser 
(he/him)

Yung
Fuego 
(he/him)

Russ.Le 
(he/him)

Kiddus 
Fecto 
(he/him)

PRIMOE 
(he/him)

Lily 
Indigo 
(she/her)

DiceVampira 
(she/her)

Aurelio 
(he/him)

Cobb
(he/him)

Saturn 
Star
(they/them)

FRESA 
(she/her)

Justus 
White 
(he/him)

Alec  
(he/him)

AMINA 
(she/her) 

P
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STAFF

TOTEM STAR LEADERSHIP COLLECTIVE

BOARD

Amr Awwad
(he/him) 

Zoser Dunbar
(he/him) 

TOTEM STAR INTERNS

THADDEUS 
TURNER 
Co-Founder, 
Artistic Director, 
Artist Mentor

KRISTA WELCH 
(she/her)
Communications 
& Development 
Committee Chair

BRIAN MYERS 
(he/him)
Board Secretary

ZOSER DUNBAR 
(he/him)
Totem Star 
Leadership 
Collective 
Co-Chair 

DANIEL PAK 
(he/him)
Co-Founder, 
Executive 
Director, Artist 
Mentor

PAUL 
LAUGHLIN 
(he/him)
Deputy Director

TRACEY WONG 
(she/her)
Communications 
Manager

ROSE NOBLEZA 
(she/her)
Accountant

AMY PIÑON 
(she/her)
Artist Mentor, 
Totem Star 
Leadership 
Collective Liaison

MARIA EWING 
(she/her)
Events 
Committee 
Co-Chair

LILY GARRITY 
(she/her)
Totem Star 
Leadership 
Collective Member

ALEYANNA 
ALLGOOD 
(she/they)
Totem Star 
Leadership 
Collective Member

MOMMA NIKKI 
(she/they)
Artist Mentor

WENDY 
SIMMONS 
(she/her)
Board Vice Chair

JON STONE 
(he/him)
Board President, 
Nominating 
Committee, 
Finance Committee

CORNELIUS 
CAMBRONERO 
(he/him)
Totem Star 
Leadership 
Collective Member

MATT 
SABLAN 
(he/him)
Artist Mentor

MICHELLE 
TRAN 
(she/her)
Finance 
Committee Chair

SHAWNA 
ANGELOU 
(she/her)
Board Treasurer, 
Events 
Committee

MIRABAI 
KUKATHAS 
(she/they)
Totem Star 
Leadership 
Collective Co-Chair

DANIEL NARANJO 
(he/him)
Totem Star 
Leadership 
Collective Member



OUR SUPPORTERS ROCK .

Seattle’s music legacy is undeniable, and together with 
supporters like you, we’re making sure that the future of 
that legacy remains bright.

In Totem Star’s studio, our young people grow as 
recording artists, community leaders, and individuals who 
have the ability to have a positive impact on our local 
community and beyond. With your help, we are fueling 
our artist mentors to empower the youth we serve.
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